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FONTBONNE COMMUNITY CONNECTION – A WOMEN'S GIVING CIRCLE

Fontbonne Cyber-Security & Robotics Program: Current and Challenging
Mathematics & Computer Science Celebrates FCC Award with Members
by Rosemary Quigley

FCC membership has its perks, and one of them is the
opportunity for lifelong learning. On April 15, FCC
members and guests enjoyed a dynamic Cyber-Security &
Robotics presentation by the Department of Mathematics
and Computer Science Chair Dr. Mary Abkemeier and
Assistant Professors Dr. Albert Carlson, Dr. Yi Yang and
Dr. Guanyu Tian.
The evening began with a delightful wine and hors
d‘oeuvre reception, prior to presentations on the positive
impact that recent FCC funding is creating within the
department. A video of one of the university's robotics
teams at work demonstrated challenges these students
encounter, as well as lessons learned. Dr. Abkemeier noted
the ripple effect of FCC awards, including recent
formation of a robotics club, summer robotics courses, a
possible algebra and robotics course for pre-service
teachers, and news that the Girl Scouts will be hosting a
robotics competition on Fontbonne’s campus in May.
There are also plans for a new degree in Bioinformatics, as
well as a Master of Computer Science.

The Cyber-Security aspect
of the presentation
included an overview of
courses offered, such as
Informative Security
Policy Analysis and
Implementation, Digital
Forensics, Network
Security and
Cryptography. Every
course emphasizes that ethical use of all information is essential.
A valuable handout, “How to Keep Credit Cards and IDs Safe,”
offered welcome tips for protecting personal identity, and
impressive summaries outlined the research work and interests
of Dr. Carlson, Tian and Yang. We can be proud of Fontbonne’s
Math and Computer Science Department, which seems poised
for a prominent role in the Fall 2016 Dedicated Semester on
Security, Privacy and Freedom!

The Circle Grows– Orientation For New FCC Members Informative and Fun
A new member of FCC has her fair share of information to absorb. And FCC does its
best to offer a new member orientation that is brief, informative and fun. The consensus,
from the six new members attending the February orientation, allowed as how their
questions had been answered and, when it was time to depart, they were eager and ready
to participate.

L-R: Joy Ebest, Gale Rice, Christina
Anderson, Laura O'Hara, Cathy Pressimone
and Dot LeGrand.

Hosted on Mardi Gras Tuesday, at the Clayton home of FCC founding member Kate
Gunn, the orientation session had a festive air with pre-Lenten sweets, including a king
cake, with a hidden baby that just couldn’t be found. Nina Bryans, another charter
member and Chair of the Archives & History Committee, related the history of the
women’s giving circle. Membership Committee member Becky McDermott made
certain that each new member departed with a welcome packet, in addition to
encouraging them to utilize the FCC website and to contact other FCC member/friends
to learn more. FCC Chair, Joan Falk, spoke about the many opportunities to become
involved in the organization, whether participating on a committee or attending
roundtable discussions—and, most certainly, by voting for applications submitted by
students and faculty to FCC members for award consideration.

Within the past few months, nine new members have joined our ranks and, by this time next year, we hope our orientation
class is even larger. Thanks to members who have encouraged friends and family to join, we are now a circle of 74 women.
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YUNIQUE Solutions Software Tracks Product Lifestyle and Gives Fashion
Merchandising Students Professional Advantage
by Nina Bryans
The 46 Students in Fontbonne’s 4-year-old Fashion Merchandising Department learn
how to manufacture, buy, promote and sell fashion items - from clothing and jewelry to
cosmetics and more.
The evening of March 4, FCC members were treated to a special for-members-only
wine and cheese reception and an informative evening, hosted by the Fashion
Merchandising Department.
In the 2013-14 giving cycle, Fashion Merchandising applied for and was awarded
funds to purchase YUNIQUE™, a web-based platform that manages the entire
lifecycle of a product, from inception through engineering design and manufacture to service and disposal of manufacturing.
Fontbonne is the first Midwest university to train students in the use of this software, and one of seven universities
nationwide to own the system.
The department’s Program Director Angie Liljequist, 35– year senior faculty member Professor Rogene Nelson, and fulltime faculty member Amy Meyers (l. to r. in photo above) introduced FCC members to the disciplines within Fontbonne’s
Fashion Merchandising program including: Fashion Brand Management, Dress and Custom, Essentials of Fashion, Fashion
Behavior and Forecasting, Textiles, Apparel Development and Evaluation, Visual Merchandizing and Store Planning, and
Product Lifecycle Management.
The YUNIQUE™ solutions platform is helping the Fashion Merchandising Department increase program enrollment,
develop stronger partnerships with local apparel companies, increase program visibility, and expand the product
development component of the program curriculum -- by demonstrating how to get the right products to market on time, at
the right price.

FCC Award Helps Expand Stuttering Workshop
Designed to Help Children Who Stutter, Their Families and Teachers
We all know what stuttering is – a complex communications disorder that
causes the flow of speech to be broken up. Statistically, one in every three
people in the United States stutters.
A one-day autumn workshop funded by FCC, at the Dunham Activity
Center, focused on providing information and support to children and
families and to speech and language pathologists. At this workshop, children
were given the opportunity to meet others who stutter, while parents learned
from Fontbonne’s professionals and connected with other parents in a
supportive, safe environment.
The workshop has been offered for several years; however, Fontbonne
On workshop day, kids were encouraged to have fun
… and just enjoy the day.
professor Dr. Lynne Shields, acknowledges that the FCC’s award made it
possible to offer much more for those attending. The Fontbonne team was
able to add more interactive activities and to invite well-known stuttering expert, Boston University Clinical Associate
Professor Diane Constantino, recognized for her success with Cognitive Behavioral Therapy for stutterers.
The day was filled with fun and instructive organized activities for kids, and with videos and interaction among everyone.
Speech and language pathology students took it all in, as did parents – breaking into small groups to debunk myths about
stuttering and learning, as parents, how to focus on the message their child is trying to communicate, rather than focusing
only on their child’s fluency. The workshop meant a great deal to parents. One told Professor Shields: “All parents struggle
with the balance between sheltering their children and letting them go. Kids don’t want to be told to slow down; they want
to be listened to.”
Continued on page 5.
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We Can Do It : Roundtables Prepare You to Flex Your FCC Voting Muscle
by Liz Glazer

It’s not cliché that “If you want something done, ask a busy woman.” And, it’s a given that anyone
who’s an FCC member is a busy woman. It’s time for busy FCC members to decide how FCC’s
pooled resources will be awarded to assist Fontbonne faculty, staff, students and student
organizations to reach higher and broader in their educational dreams. It is why the Fontbonne
Community Connection exists.
This year, 20 thoughtful and compelling applications seek funding for projects that are not
included within a department’s budget. Instructions emailed to you a few days ago explain how
FCC members can access the 2015 applications online for review, prior to attending roundtable
sessions and then voting. FCC roundtable discussions provide insight into the applications and
present incredible opportunity for a fascinating, insightful and informative couple of hours with
your fellow FCC members.

ROUNDTABLE ROSIE

See the schedule on page 6 for the roundtable sessions, to be held in the Dunham Student Activity
Center (Caf). Facilitators at each table of six to eight will keep the review and discussion on track and moving, making sure that
everyone has a chance to be heard -- as intelligent, friendly debate is interspersed with enthusiastic conversation and discussion.
The time goes quickly and, when the session ends, you’ll be better informed and even more eager to make these academic hopes
and dreams come true. Many FCC members choose to attend more than one roundtable, because the diversity of thought and
discussion that occurs at multiple sessions makes the experience even more meaningful.
Check 2015 Roundtable schedule on Page 6

Meet New Member Christina Anderson

Interviewed by Kathy Miceli

Christina Anderson is a familiar face to Fontbonne grads in her role as President of the Alumni
Board of Directors. A 2003 graduate with a BS with marketing concentration, Christina, also has a
Cornell University Graduate Certification in Finance pending. She has 12 years’ experience in
marketing, sales and business relations with US Bank and is currently Vice President, Mobile and
eCommerce for Eagle Bank and Trust.
She has an active life in the community. In addition to Fontbonne, she is board president of Vernare
Learning, a Charter School opening this year, and a board member for the International Institute
Communication Development Corporation. She serves on the finance and communications
committees of the Urban League of Greater St. Louis and is a member of Gateway Community
Garden.
In her “spare time” the woman who does not own a television, runs, walks and does yoga to keep her stress level down, tends a
garden with her sister, and is active in her church, and also teaches financial classes for United Way and Almost Home.
Q. How did you learn about FCC?
A. I lear ned about the FCC thr ough Nina Br yans
Q. Why did you want to join?
A. I wanted to join because I have a r eal passion for education. I like being part of a women’s giving group to have the
opportunity help faculty and enhance the students’ experiences that would not happen without the funding.
Q. What do you consider most appealing about a women’s giving group?
A. I believe that women have power that is not often used, and it is wonder ful to use it in a philanthr opic manner . There
are so many different backgrounds of the women, all giving to a general cause. It is great to see what can be accomplished by a
small group reaching and impacting so many.
Q. What are you most excited about and looking forward to, in the FCC?
A. I am looking for war d to being par t of the gr ant pr oposals and voting, seeing other per spectives on the pr oposals and
learning.
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Meet New Member Jeri Schultz
Interviewed by Sue Wallace

Geralyn (Jeri) Schultz has spent the past
30 years opening doors for executives and
leaders with diverse backgrounds who
have a passion and a talent for leadership
and development.
As Executive Director of Fontbonne
University Graduate and Professional
Studies, she has helped establish new
thresholds and models for leaders serving
in corporate America, while teaching at key St. Louis-area
universities including Webster, Lindenwood, Maryville, Harris
Stowe State and St. Louis Community College. She has
extensive expertise working with cultural and generational
differences in the workplace and is certified in many employee
development programs and processes. She holds a master’s
and bachelor’s degree in management from Webster
University as well as many business and human resource
certifications.
Jeri is married to Carl Schultz, who is with the Mercy Health
System. They have four grown children and three
grandchildren. She and Carl enjoy running, spending time in
the community, and traveling when time permits.
Q. How did you learn about FCC?
A. I lear ned about the FCC dur ing my fir st month at
Fontbonne. Several colleagues spoke of your purpose and
what the FCC does for all of Fontbonne. I was excited to know
that such a team existed and was hoping I would, someday, be
asked to serve.
Q. What do you consider most appealing about a women’s
giving group?
A. I find the oppor tunity to collabor ate and par tner with
women to help to change things, to assist others and to serve
our academic community as very enriching. The members I
have met are passionate, compassionate and focused on the
visibility of our organization for the benefit of education and
life-long learning opportunities.
Q. What are you most excited about and looking forward
to, in the FCC?
A. To be a par t of something str ong connected to
Fontbonne. The history, the growth and the possibilities are
each and all tied to the FCC. I want to be a part of this
impressive and dynamic proactive leadership team. I see this
as the opportunity to allow me to use my God Given Talents in
so many ways. This team will allow me to stretch myself for
the betterment of the entire campus and beyond. This will give
me the opportunity to expand my personal and professional
goals and aspirations.

Meet New Member Maggi Wester
Interviewed by Sue Wallace

Maggi Wester stepped onto the
Fontbonne campus as an adult,
graduating with a degree in business
management in 1980. She enjoyed a
career in estate planning until she
retired in 2012. She and her late
husband William (Bill) Wester, a
Monsanto research biologist, who
graduated from Fontbonne in ’83,
were noted as being one of the few
married couples who have graduated from Fontbonne.
Maggi lives on the Mississippi River in Golden Eagle, IL.
She enjoys gardening of all sorts as well as her monthly
book club. She is an active member of the Brussels
Woman’s Club and the work they do in area. Maggi
continues to travel and sail on Carlyle Lake, both activities
she enjoyed with Bill.
Q. How did you learn about FCC?
A. Like many, I became inter ested in the FCC by
hearing about it from a close friend. And last December,
Carol Spehrs enlightened me about the FCC.
Q. Why did you want to join?
A. Helping other s in the Fontbonne community thr ough
the FCC is just a nice thing to do. I had enjoyed reading
about FCC’s projects in past newsletters, so joining
seemed the right thing to do.
Q. What do you consider most appealing about
women’s giving group?
A. The simplicity of how the funds ar e distr ibuted is
impressive. The fact that there is very little going to
administrative costs and the majority of the funding goes to
the project -- I have great respect for that.
Q. What are you most excited about and looking
forward to, in the FCC?
A. I r eally enjoy the pr ocess of the funding; fr om
reading the proposals to deciding which ones to help, to
seeing presentations from the winners. It’s all very
exciting!

Our most enthusiastic thanks to
Fontbonne Development Intern
Morgan Roehrig for her
invaluable assistance with FCC
Newsletter production this year.
Best wishes to you, Morgan!
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Meet New Member Joy Ebest

Interviewed by Kathy Miceli

Joy Holtzmann (Ebestjandj) Ebest is a native St. Louisan who grew up in South City. After
graduating from St. Francis de Sales in 1961, she enrolled at Saint Louis University Evening
College, attended three locations of the new St. Louis Community College and completed her last
two years at Fontbonne, receiving her BA degree in 1966.
Joy chaired the Physical Education Department at Lindenwood College and then served as
Registrar, before leaving to become a career counselor at Bernard Haldane and Associates. In 1984,
she joined Union Pacific Railroad and completed her MBA and PhD in Educational Administration
at Saint Louis University. Joy retired in 2004.
Joy started a boarding kennel that was the first licensed kennel in St. Charles County, and she has
worked with numerous community and civic organizations - including two terms as school board member City of St. Charles
School District and board member of Youth in Need for 25 years. She enjoys real estate investing and is an active member of
First United Methodist Church in St Charles.
Q. How did you learn about FCC?
A. I lear ned about the FCC fr om J an Stelloh Reilly, a classmate and fr iend fr om Fontbonne. Additionally, I attended an
alumni weekend, and our new President referred a few times to the FCC in his remarks, and I was curious to find out more about
this group.
Q. Why did you want to join?
A. I wanted to join because I have attended multiple colleges in my car eer , including Washington Univer sity for a Master s
in Arts Education, SLU for a Masters in Business Administration, and also a PhD from SLU, but my HEART has always been at
Fontbonne! It is nice to be back in this capacity.
Q. What do you consider most appealing about a women’s giving group?
A. I find a women’s giving gr oup appealing because too often women give away leader ship r oles to men, and this is a
chance to really DO and accomplish together for the university, its departments, and of course the students.
Q. What are you most excited about and looking forward to, in the FCC?
A. I am most excited about the sense of fr iendship and camar ader ie that exists in this gr oup. Nina Bryans and I connected
and were amazed at the similar backgrounds we shared, and this is an opportunity to expand these connections.

What Others Say About Roundtables

Stuttering Workshop
Continued from page 2

Mary Ferguson: I enjoy lear ning if my r eaction is the same as other s.
Most of the time it is, however when it is not, that’s a thought-provoking
experience. Studying these award proposals is so much more interesting in a
group setting than doing it at home alone. I’ve done both and it’s worth the
effort to attend a roundtable. It’s also fun.”
Eleanor Ferry: “I have attended the FCC awar ds pr oposal r oundtable
discussion groups for the last few years. I highly recommend taking time to
attend one of these very informative and enjoyable sessions. Do yourself a
favor and come.”
Jeanette Wamser: “I appr eciate the fact that the r oundtables
accommodate people’s schedules with several times one can attend.
Actually, attending more than one gains an attendee even more benefits.
People are not offering casual opinions, but rather extensive reasoning that
either reinforce a selection or makes you question and possibly reverses your
decision.

Speech and language pathology students came
away with valuable information. “I learned so
much about fluency and how much sense it makes
not to be a perfectionist.” Students at the work
shop also gained knowledge about stuttering on an
emotional level, as one attested: “I loved the
testimonials at the end – it was incredible hearing
students go up and tell jokes and talk about how
their speech therapists helped them be able to say
a full sentence. There were so many activities that
allowed kids to be kids, regardless if they
stuttered or not. I also loved that, at no point, was
anyone asked to say if they stuttered or not. I bet
the kids really appreciated not having to
distinguish themselves as a stutter or nonstutterer. That day, there were all just kids.”

Published by the Fontbonne Community Connection, Fontbonne University, 6800 Wydown Blvd., St. Louis, MO 63105
Contact: Morgan Roehrig at 314-889-4546 or developmentintern@fontbonne.edu
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Message from the Chair
Dear FCC Members,
Wow! Innovative technology
explored and practiced on campus is
really impressive! Read the feature on
four PhD professors who lead this
adventure in the Math and Science
Department, as detailed at our April
15 Robotics and Cyber-Security
member event--where they also gave
tips on protecting your own personal security issues. Kudos,
as well, for the “Yunique” reception/presentation in March by
the Fashion Merchandising Department, specially prepared
for FCC and featured on page 2. Fontbonne is a true leader in
these fields, and we proudly support this excellence.
2015-2016 award excitement fills the air, with proposals now
online for member review and voting! FCC members rave
about our annual roundtable discussions as invaluable,
educational and enriching. With daytime, evening and
Saturday sessions scheduled, come to as many as possible.
Then celebrate the winning awards at our breakfast event on
July 9th, where we’ll recognize and personally introduce new
members and extend our warmest welcome!
Also, I’m delighted to welcome new Fontbonne Director of
Advancement Kitty Lohrum, who comes with a wealth of
both professional experience and personal connection to
Fontbonne. She’s eager to work closely with FCC to help
maximize our success. And she plans to become an FCC
member!

We Can Do it...
Continued from page 3

2015 Roundtable Schedule:
- Thursday, May 14, 2015, 9-11 am (DSAC)
- Thursday, May 21, 2015, 5:30-7:30 pm (DSAC)
- Thursday, May 28, 2015, 9-11 am (virtual)
- Saturday, May 30, 2015, 10-noon (DSAC)
See the Please RSVP to attend one or more roundtable
sessions at fcc@fontbonne.edu.
We look forward to seeing you there!

FCC Member In The News
Karen DeGuire Gedera was featured in the spring
issue of Fontbonne’s Tableaux Magazine in an article
by Elizabeth Hise Brennan.
In addition to being a Charter Member of the
Fontbonne Community Connection, Karen served as
FCC Chair 2009-2012, is currently Chair of
Fontbonne’s Council of Regents and was recently
named a member of the University’s Board of
Trustees. Karen…“continues championing her alma
mater as one of its most enthusiastic ambassadors.”

Joan
Joan Buxton Falk
2014-2015 FCC Chair

Upcoming Events
May, 2015
16—Commencement - 2:00 PM in the DSAC (Gym)
June, 2015
12 —Deadline for member ballots
July, 2015
9—Annual Meeting & Award Announcements 9:00 - 11:00
AM in the DSAC (Cafe')
August, 2015
20— Annual August Planning Meeting - Likely Thursday,
August 20, 8:30 - 12:30 location TBD

FCC 2014-2015 Officers &
Committee Chairs
OFFICERS
Chair – Joan Falk
Vice Chair – Angelia Gosney
Recording Secretary – Rosemary Quigley
Corresponding Secretary – Jan Reilly
Treasurer – Barb Atteln
COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Awards — Liz Glazer
Membership — Jenna Voss
Bylaws — Barb Atteln
Archives & History — Nina Bryans
Public Relations — Anita Lamont

